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topic. Yet there is a certain appropriateness in this comment. Among the 
oldest of British dominions oversea, the British West Indies is the most 
backward, the least developed, the most negligible in the councils of empire; 
the reason is to be found in the lack of consistency and coherence among the 
island units of administration. For each of these units Mr. Aspinall furnishes 
an interesting sketch of discovery history. It cannot fail of interest even in 
an arid method when we remember that this was the Spanish Main and that 
it is proper in this history to give respectful attention to Morgan and the 
buccaneers and to look upon pieces-of -eight as moneys of account. The present 
receives equal attention with the past. As a work of trustworthy information 
this work adjusts itself in excellent balance to the ' ' All Bed ' ' series of hand- 
books of the British Empire in which it is a unit. William Churchill. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

La Carte de la Republique Argentine. Memoire presente au Xeme 
Congres International de Geographie. Par B. G. Aparicio. Inst. Geogr. 
Militaire, Buenos-Aires, 1913. 8% x 12. 

A valuable though incomplete bibliographical work. The lists of maps 
and geographical books provide the best reference material on the country. 
Much of the text has already appeared in the recently published first report 
of the Argentine Instituto Geografico Militar. (See Bulletin, Vol. 45, March, 
1913, p. 199.) It is much more exhaustive, however, in its present shape. 

The publication is instructive as showing that Argentine cartography com- 
prises a far larger number of maps than have been published in any other 
South American country. Various public departments have issued maps on 
different scales and practically every province is provided with a cadastral 
compilation. The state of progress of the standard Argentine topographical map 
(1:100,000) and the work carried on in preparation of the country's contribu- 
tion to the 1:1,000,000 map of the world are fully described. 

Einwanderung- und Einwanderungspolitik in Argentinien. Von Br. 

Georg Hiller. Mit emer Einleitung von Dr. Julius Wolff, xi and 159 

pp. Bietrich Eeimer, Berlin, 1912. Mk. 5. 9x6%. 
The Argentine Republic has about 7,500,000 people, the United States 
97,000,000. Argentina is admitting annually 200,000 or 300,000 and keeping 
40 per cent, of them, while we admit about 1,000,000, of whom over half 
leave us. We keep less than 50 per cent. We have note of these departures 
for five years now, but the Argentine Government has the credit of a record of 
departures since 1871, and of arrivals since 1857. Previous migrations of 
peoples, fascinating as they have been, have been usually shrouded in mystery. 
For the first time here is it possible to examine one in the light of actual facts. 
Canada has about the same population and about the same immigration, but 
as far as I know the departures are not recorded. At present we are annually 
retaining in the country immigrants amounting in number to about half of one 
per cent, of our whole population. The Argentines are getting and keeping 
an increment of nearly two per cent, a year. About a third of their whole 
population is foreign born. These immigrants have made the Argentine agri- 
culture that is touching the world's markets. A poor laborer there may by 
diligence and economies, such as the Italians know well how to practice, save 
money, buy land and become independent, but it is no child's play. Germans 
may do it, but are mostly in trade or are skilled laborers. The policy of the 
government is helpful. The book gives a very real picture of the life of the 
immigrant, and the author 's second part on ' ' colonization ' ' will be looked for 
with interest. Mark Jefferson. 

AFRICA 

The Shilluh People, Their Language and Folklore. By Diedrich 

Westermann. lxiii and 312 pp. Map, ills. Board of Foreign Missions 

of the United Presbyterian Church of N. A., Philadelphia, Pa., 1912. B. 

Iteimer (E. Vohsen), Berlin. 10x7%. 

A linguistic study of the Shilluks who live west of the White Nile between 
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Fashoda and Khartum. To those who are not interested in the science of 
language the introductory pages will be the valuable part of the book. This 
includes brief statements of the physical features, the flora and fauna, and the 
Shilluks themselves with their customs, occupations, family life, religion, politi- 
cal institutions and history. The book has three parts, Grammar, Folklore and 
Dictionary. The first part is formulated on the plan of most text books of 
languages. For a more intimate study of the people tha,n can be gained from 
the introductory account, the folklore chapters offer opportunities. The stories 
are in the main given first in the Shilluk language and then in English and the 
tales have been classified. They relate to occupations, social and political 
institutions, sickness, war, traditions, religion, animals and adventures. The 
kinship of the Shilluks to other peoples all the way from Victoria Nyanza 
to Khartum represent migrations, probably, of groups from the original stock. 

Robert M. Brown. 

My Sudan Year. By E. S. Stevens, x and 305 pp. Ills. George H. 
Doran Co., New York, 1913. (?) $3.50. 9x6. 

A charmingly told story of a brief trip up the Nile to Khartum and the 
Sudd region. Miss Stevens has attempted, and in large measure succeeded, 
in giving us a vivid picture of the Sudan city and its immediate environment. 
So recently has the region emerged from the state of unrest that one marvels 
at the order; reconstruction seems to have been accepted gracefully, and no 
signs of the terrible scenes of the Mahdist regime so forcibly told by Father 
Ohrwalder now remain. The author's visit to Khartum and Omdurman, the 
real centers of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, enables her to give an insight into 
the educational system, the workings of local courts of justice and the real 
character of the mixed population. The story of the trip to the sudd and 
back is fascinating reading. The efforts to keep the river open, the use of the 
sudd as fuel, the increased facilities of transportation and the life along the 
way are a few of the features. Robert M. Brown. 

Hausa Superstitions and Customs. An Introduction to the Folk-Lore 
and the Folk. By Major A. J. N. Tremearne. xv and 548 pp. Map, 
ills., index. John Bale, Sons & Danielsson, Ltd., London, 1913. 21s. 
9x5y 2 . 
There are few fields of folk-lore study which can pass in interest beyond 
the region of Africa from which this portly volume draws so generously. The 
reason is not far to seek. In much of the record of the belief and the recrea- 
tive fiction of savage, or at least inferior, folk we are dealing with unfamiliar 
thoughts and with characters which we admit but charily to our company. 
But this is at the very focus of Brer Rabbit and the Tar Baby, and for 
reasons wholly unassociated with scientific investigation of such material these 
are no strangers to our thought. In these tales the characters are the Spider 
and the Rubber Girl, but the central theme remains the same as that wh ; ch 
Uncle Remus has made familiar. We are particularly impressed with the 
scrupulous method pursued by the collector of the stories in this volume. It 
is essential to such a record that we have the data on which to evaluate the 
character of the teller of the stories, and this is amply provided here. Ex- 
perience has shown that a collector must be a faithful recorder and no more. 
The most trifling question will interrupt the smooth course of a story and even 
the slightest request for information will distort the record. It is well that 
Major Tremearne has been so filled with the sense of the sanctity of the record, 
for we may feel confident of the accuracy of his report. His notes are simple 
comment upon fact and reference to the literature of the subject which will 
facilitate study based upon these collections. In one particular we think his 
method at fault. In such material there must always be a certain amount of 
incident which in our culture is regarded as uncouth; he has chosen to deal 
with this by the use of English words which may suggest the vulgar term ; a 
far better method is to employ the Latin and be as frank as is necessary. 

William Churchill. 



